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This plan is a living document that will be updated periodically based on current land uses every three to 

five years, or as the situation warrants. 
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INTRODUCTION 

he Kwadacha Nation Land Use Plan addresses the management of land and resources in the Obo River, 

Finlay River, Fox River, Warneford, and Kwadacha River (including others in the areas) drainages in 

northern British Columbia. The direction from the Land Use should be considered for all resource 

development. Management direction is set for the full spectrum of resource values in the Kwadacha 

Management Area. The Kwadacha Nation Land Use Plan has been developed to recognize the many 

unique and important environmental, social, cultural, and economic values of the plan area and to 

manage these values in a sustainable manner. An important goal for the plan is to provide for a range of 

economic opportunities in the area while maintaining the integrity of natural resources. The Kwadacha 

Nation Land Use plan is consistent with land use plans developed by other Kaska Dena communities.  

KWADACHA NATION PLAN AREA 

he Kwadacha Nation plan area covers approximately 3.2 million hectares within the Kaska Dena 

Territory. It extends north-south from the confluence of the Kechika and Gataga Rivers to the 

confluence of the Akie River and McGraw Creek, and east-west from the Sikanni Chief Lake to the 

Headwaters of the Finlay River (Figure 1). The plan area falls within the traditional territory in British 

Columbia of the Kaska Dena Traditional Territory (Figure 2). The entire traditional territory is 

approximately 24 million hectares or about the size of the entire state of Oregon. It spans one province 

(British Columbia [BC]) and two territories (Yukon and Northwest Territories), and constitutes 25% of the 

Yukon Territory and 10% of the entire land area of British Columbia.  

There is an overlap with the traditional territory of the Takla First Nation in the southwest and a small 

overlap with the territory of the Tahltan Nation in the west.  

The topography of the Kwadacha Management Area is mountainous area with steep canyon walls and 

terrain incised by lakes and major rivers into shallow valleys in highland/plain areas. The geography 

includes numerous features of glacial origin such as kettle lakes, drumlins, and esker formations. The rivers 

drain southwest to the Finlay River of which flows into the Williston Lake Reservoir and into the Peace 

River then the Mackenzie River before finally emptying into the Arctic Ocean. The climate is continental 

(relatively dry and cold), with moderate snow depths.  

PLAN PURPOSE STATEMENT 

hrough interviews with community members, participants all agreed with the following statement to 

represent the overall approach to land use planning in this area:  

We should use some of our traditional territory for its natural resources (such as timber harvesting, 
tourism, and mining) to better the economic conditions of our communities, as long as we protect some 
areas for our traditional uses.  
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MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

he Kwadacha Nation is planning for the areas Fox (Nuhseha), Obo (Yah-Iȅŀ άWƻƘƛŀƘέ), Buffalohead 

όYƘŀƘΩL ¢ǎŜύΣ [ƻǿŜǊ !ƪƛŜ ό[ƻǿŜǊ ¦ƪŀƛύ ŀƴŘ ¦ǇǇŜǊ tŜƭƭȅ ό¦ǇǇŜǊ ¢ǎŜ .ŀƧŜΩύ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ȊƻƴŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ 

the Mackenzie Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP; Figure 1). These zones are used to assist in 

developing specific management directions based on social, cultural, environmental, and resource values.  

Within the areas of the Fox and Obo we would like to see conservation and environmental protection, 

with some infrastructure such as cabins being built around the lakes, with existing cabins being protected. 

For mining purposes the community does not want any mining or exploration in the Fox and Obo areas. 

Mining exploration has already commenced in the Buffalohead and Lower Akie areas which have created 

benefit sharing and working relationships.  

The following are the management directions for each planning unit (PU) based on community interviews 

and previous land use reports. The intent is to provide broad resource management directions for each 

unit as well as additional planning requirements and/or information gaps to be addressed.  

Obo (Yah-Iȅŀ άWƻƘƛŀƘέύ wƛǾŜǊ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ½ƻƴŜ  
¶ Special management of the unit with a focus on maintaining cultural, community, and traditional 

uses  

¶ Continue use for Kwadacha Guide Outfitter and KO Fishing Adventures 

¶ Keep area open for tourism and conservation 

¶ At this time, the community is reluctant on using the area for economic development as the area 

is remote and has no access 

¶ Large River Corridor for Obo River 

¶ Conservancy designation for Resource Management Zone (RMZ) 

Fox (Nuhseha) Special Resource Management Zone  
¶ Special management of the unit with a focus on maintaining cultural, community, and traditional 

uses 

¶ Continue use for Kwadacha Guide Outfitter and KO Fishing Adventures 

¶ Large river corridor for the Fox, Warneford, and Kwadacha rivers 

¶ Keep area open for tourism and conservation 

¶ At this time, the community is reluctant on using the area for economic development as the area 

is remote and has no access 

¶ A new First Nations Woodland Licence extends into the south portion of the Fox. However, any 

forestry activities in this zone will require community acceptance 
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¦ǇǇŜǊ tŜƭƭȅ ό¦ǇǇŜǊ ¢ǎŜ .ŀƧŜΩύ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ½ƻƴŜ  
¶ Maintain community, cultural, and traditional uses 

¶ Timber harvesting for local uses, firewood 

¶ At this time, the community has no intent on using this area for resource development 

¶ At this time, the community would prefer no access 

.ǳŦŦŀƭƻƘŜŀŘ όYƘŀƘΩL ¢ǎŜύ 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜment Zone  
¶ Maintain community, cultural, and traditional uses 

¶ Timber harvesting for local uses, firewood, and economic development 

¶ Keep area open for tenure for the Kwadacha Nation and resource development 

¶ At this time, the community is doing planning for timber harvesting in the area 

¶ Kwadacha has secured a community owned and managed forestry tenure (First Nations 

Woodland Licence) and community based planning is underway for the 100,000 cubic 

metres/year (Figure 3) 

Lower Akie (Lower Ukai) Enhanced Resource Management Zone  
¶ Maintain community, cultural, and traditional uses 

¶ Timber harvesting for local uses, firewood, and economic development 

¶ Keep area open for tenure for the Kwadacha Nation and resource development 

¶ At this time, the community is doing planning for exploration in the area 

¶ Kwadacha has secured a community owned and managed forestry tenure (First Nations 

Woodland Licence) and community based planning is underway for the 100,000 cubic 

metres/year (Figure 3) 
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Figure 1. Kwadacha Land Use Plan and Planning Units   




































































