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Our News
KDC General
Assembly 2021

We expect to know closer to the 
date what the health orders are and 
decide by the end of May if a face-
to-face General Assembly can take 
place and how, updated notice will 
be posted. So, mark your calendars 
for a KDC General Assembly July 
6-8th, and as summer approaches 
we will confirm whether we can hold 
a in person gathering at Rapid River, 
a virtual General Assembly, or a 
combination of the two.

At the March 3rd Board of Directors 
meeting the KDC Board approved 
the date of July 6-8th for a KDC 
General Assembly. As vaccine roll-
out continues in the province of BC 
we remain hopeful that by summer 
there will be a relaxing of health 
orders and directives and that we 
will once again be able to gather 
together safely. While the 2020 KDC 
General Assembly was not able to 
take place because of COVID-19, KDC 
is committed to a General Assembly 
this year – either an in person 
gathering, a virtual General Assembly, 
or potentially a combination.

The General Assembly is to be hosted 
by Dease River First Nation this year, 
and the planned site of the General 
Assembly is Rapid River. The General 
Assembly is an important time for 
Kaska. It is a time for us to report out 
on all the initiatives and successes of 
the past year, to hear from you and 
receive your feedback and ideas, 
as well as a time to connect with 
families, celebrate our culture and 
heritage, enjoy spending time on the 
land together, eating traditional foods 
and sharing good times together. 

L to R: Craig McCook, Willie Poole, Mary Jean Poole,  

Charlie Pete, Felix Charlie - Photo Credit: Maureen Garrity
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The KDC Board of Directors passed a resolution 
at the March 3rd Board of Directors meeting 
confirming July 6, 2021 for the 2021 KDC Election. 
On July 6th KDC members will vote to elect the 
KDC Chairperson, KDC Vice-Chair of Research and 
Reconciliation and Vice-Chair Representing Youth 
for the next three-year term. The KDC Vice Chair 
Representing Youth is a new position, passed by KDC 
members in the revised KDC Bylaws at the KDC 2019 
General Assembly. As per the amended By-laws the 
position of Vice Chair of Finance will no longer exist 
as an elected KDC Executive Officer.

In accordance with the KDC Bylaws and KDC 
Election Code, the official announcement of the KDC 
Election is required 60 days prior to the Election date 
and will therefore be formally announced on May 
6, 2021 on the KDC website, Facebook, via email/
mail to KDC members and posted on signage in the 
communities.

This early announcement is intended to give KDC 
members advance notice of the election so that 
members can update their information including 
status number, email and birthdate and be assured of 
being on the KDC Voters List.

KDC 
Election of 
Executive 
Officers

 
 

NOW - MAY 6
     Update Voters List

MAY 6
     Election Announced

MAY 6 - JUNE 7
     Nomination Period

     Voters List Update

JUNE  8 - JULY 5
     30 Day Campaign Period

     Appeal Board Appointed

JULY 6
     ELECTION DAY

JULY 6, 2021
WHAT IS THE TIMELINE 
LEADING UP TO THE  
ELECTION?

WHO CAN VOTE IN A 
KDC ELECTION?

The KDC Board of Directors passed a 
resolution at the March 3rd Board of 
Directors meeting confirming July 6, 2021 
for the 2021 KDC

HOW WILL WE BE ABLE TO VOTE?

KDC members will be able to vote on July 6th by one of the  
following methods:

ONLINE VOTING THROUGH EMAIL

TELEPHONE VOTING THROUGH A TOLL-FREE NUMBER

BY BALLOT BOX AT ONE OF FOUR POLLS  
(specific locations to be announced) in:

	 Community of Fort Ware
	 Community of Lower Post
	 Community of Good Hope Lake
	 Rapid River, site of the 2021 KDC General Assembly. 

WHO IS CONDUCTING THE ELECTION?

The KDC Board of Directors passed a Board Resolution in January 
2020 for KDC to contract the services of One Feather to conduct 
the entire vote process with the highest professional and ethical 
standards, ensuring complete transparency and executing  
established best practices in electoral fairness and democratic 
processes. One Feather is a First Nations tech company working 
with over 200 First Nations across Canada to provide a web-based 
secret ballot voting system and member registrar management for 
Indigenous communities. 

      www.onefeather.ca

One Feather’s role will include on-line, telephone and ballot box 
voting, hiring of the Chief and Deputy Electoral Officers, management 
of the nomination process, conducting the entire voting process on 
election day and counting, announcement of the results.

WILL COVID-19 AFFECT THE ELECTION?

Closer to the election day we will be able to notify members of any COVID-19 safety practices that may need to be in 
place on election day to keep voters safe at the voting polls, and we will advise closer to the election date. While the 
intent is to have a ballot box on election day at Rapid River (intended site of 2021 General Assembly), we will also notify 
people in advance of the Assembly as to whether the General Assembly will go ahead as a physical gathering, or whether 
it will be a virtual Assembly in accordance with COVID-19 health orders and/or directions. We anticipate being able to 
advise members by early June.

Email your full legal name, 
birthdate, and physical address to 
Michelle Miller, KDC Membership 
Clerk: millermee@hotmail.com

Phone Michelle Miller, 
KDC Membership Clerk, at 
250-575-8365 and give her the 
information over the phone to 
either fill out a KDC membership 
form, or to update your current 
information.

Go to the KDC website and fill 
out either a KDC membership 
form (if you are a new member), 
or a membership update form, 
to update your information:
www.kaskadenacouncil.com/
our-members
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HOW DO I MAKE SURE I AM 
ON THE KDC VOTERS LIST?

To participate in the KDC Election your 
membership information must include your full 
legal name, birthdate, physical address, and 
email address (if you have one).

Frequently
Asked 
Questions

KASKA NEWS44



SPRING EDITION 47KASKA NEWS46

Turnagain 
Lodge – Update

During the month of August 2020, a 
team of hard working Kaska members 
travelled into Turnagain Lodge to 
open the Lodge and undertake 
renovations in preparation for a 
Kaska National Leadership meeting 
scheduled for August 28-29th. As the 
work was undertaken with COVID-19 
safety precautions, only a small team 
of workers were able to go in to do 
the work.

An initial assessment was done to 
determine the work required and 
the equipment needed to do the 
work. Supplies were purchased and 
delivered to Turnagain via riverboat 
and plane on the Turnagain airstrip. 

Skooks Landing, preparing for the trip into Turnagain Lodge
Photo Credit: Shawna Case

Opening the Lodge after the winter 
included getting the water system 
up and running, electrical power 
functioning, ensuring the shower and 
bathroom were clean and functioning 
in the main lodge. The lodge kitchen 
and other rooms were scrubbed and 
sanitized, and guest cabins were 
updated with a fresh coat of paint, 
new bed frames and new wood stoves 
were installed. A new tin roof was put 
on the shop and the generator was 
replaced for the power system. The 
grounds were cleaned, new wall tents 
and platforms were built, mechanical 
work was done to get the tractor and 
bob cat up and running and four cords 
of wood were chopped.

Repairs and 
Renovations 2020

All felt pride that Turnagain Lodge 
was ready for this important 
gathering of our leaders. Leaders 
of all five Kaska Nations arrived 
either by river boat or plane. Due to 
COVID, participants were kept to a 
small Kaska Nation bubble. Leaders 
gathered in the main lodge to discuss 
Kaska unity and important issues 
facing Kaska, and also spent time on 
the land together fishing and hunting. 
Thanks to Bradley Seymour’s hunting 
skills, all participated in bringing 
fresh elk meat back to camp for the 
cooks to prepare. 

Kaska National 
Leadership  
Meeting 2020

This coming summer, (COVID-19 
health orders permitting) we plan to 
undertake the work to reopen the 
lodge, and complete renovations 
to be ready to provide services 
for Kaska youth, Elders and Kaska 
meetings. Renovations for this 
summer will include replacing 
the septic field for the lodge and 
renovations to the generator house. 
Stay tuned for updates on plans for 
Turnagain this summer.

Plans for 
Summer 2021

L to R: Councillor Bradley Seymour, Chief 
Donny Van Somer, Councillor Malcolm Groat, 
KDC Chair Danny Case, Deputy Chief Harlan 
Schilling, Chief Myles Manygreyhorses, Chief 
Stephan Charlie, Chief Jack Caesar, Elder 
Clifford MacLeod - Photo Credit: Bill Lux

L to R: Elder Clifford MacLeod, Councillor Malcolm Groat, Chief Myles Manygreyhorses, KDC 
Chair Danny Case, Chief Donny Van Somer, Chief Stephan Charlie, Deputy Chief Harlan 
Schilling, Chief Jack Ceasar. Center: Councillor Bradley Seymour - Photo Credit: Bill Lux
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Donny Van Somer and Chief Darryl McCook enjoying 

successful fishing - Photo Credit: Shawna Case


