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Dane Nan Ye Dāh (Kaska Guardians)

The Kaska Guardians program within our communities is 
in various stages of development.

We are training the next generation of land managers 
who will be the ones implementing our co-management 
and governance models. 

Guardians are trained to work in the areas of wildlife, 
forestry, mining management, ecosystem monitoring, 
archeology, climate change, water management, and 
include the incorporation of traditional knowledge into 
all of our work.

The Guardians program represents important 
connections between the social, cultural, environmental, 
and economic well-being of the Kaska Dena.  

Protection of Intact Ecosystems and Sensitive Species

Dene K’éh Kusān represents a significant refugia for intact boreal ecosystems and their animals 
and plants, providing the benefits associated as mitigations for climate change.

For the Kaska Dena Ancestral Territory in British Columbia, the annual temperature has increased 
from 1.0–1.6°C (MOE 2016; Data Range 1900—2013). Other climate changes expected to occur 
include changes in total precipitation amounts and types of precipitation (rain vs. snow), changes 
to water peak and low flows, and a higher pace of changes occurring in the Ancestral Territory 
versus southern Canada. Climate change is expected to cause changes in the distribution and 
abundance of vegetation, fish, and wildlife.

The Kaska Dena see the importance of expansive contiguous remote wilderness as benchmarks 
for resilient forests, carbon sequestration, and protected ecosystems.  Some of the key climate 
change strategies for protected areas are the maintenance of functioning ecosystems and 
ensuring the movements of species within and outside of protected areas.

Dene K’éh Kusān will provide additional protection for wilderness, intact ecosystems and 
sensitive species.

NORTHERN MOUNTAIN POPULATION

WOODLAND CARIBOU HERDS
ECOREGIONS MAJOR WATERSHEDS

24% of the Muskwa Herd Range

86% of the Rabbit Herd Range

53% of the Gataga Herd Range

84% of the Frog Herd Range 

49% of the Horseranch Herd Range

4% of the Finlay Herd Range

39% of the Liard Plateau Herd Range

38% of the Northern Canadian Rocky 
Mountains 

52% of the Liard Basin

38 % of the Hyland Highland

16% of the Boreal Mountains and 
Plateau

1 % of the Muskwa Plateau

35% of the Liard River

18% of the Beaver River

24% of the Dease River

66% of the Kechika River

0.6% of the Fort Nelson River

99% of the Rabbit River

68% of the Toad River

0.01% of the Stikine River

0.5% of the Pitman River

19% of the Finlay River

Dene K’éh Kusān will provide additional protection for wilderness, intact ecosystems and 
sensitive species.
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Species at Risk in Dene K’éh Kusān

There are a number of species at risk which have the potential to be found within the KIPCA and 
these include (SC = Special Concern |  T = Threatened | E = Endangered):

Bull Trout SC (2019)	

Short-eared Owl SC (2012)

Wood Bison T (2003)

Canada Warbler T (2010)

Olive-sided Flycatcher T (2010)

Rusty Blackbird SC (2009)

Peregrine Falcon, Anatum  
Subspecies SC (2012)

Wolverine, Luscus Subspecies SC (2018)

Porsild’s Bryum T (2011)

Barn Swallow T (2017)

Northern Myotis E (2014)

Collared Pika SC (2017)

Cutthroat Trout, Lewisi Subspecies SC (2010)

Hotwater Physa E (2003)

Woodland Caribou  
(Northern Mountain Population) SC (2005)

Grizzly Bear SC (2018) 


