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Environmental Protection 
The term “Environmental Protection” in this chapter 
refers to the application of laws, regulations, and 
standards to protect the environment. Kaska Dena will 
have law making powers applicable on Kaska Dena 
Owned Lands to manage, protect, preserve, and 
conserve the Environment, but Federal or Provincial 
Law will prevail if there is a conflict with Kaska Dena 
Law. 

Heritage, Artifacts and Place 
Names 
This chapter provides for Kaska Dena Government 
authority and involvement in aspects of Kaska Dena 
culture and heritage including Kaska Dena Heritage 
Sites, Artifacts, Human Remains, language, place 
names, and documentary records. 

Collaborative Management 
After Treaty, Kaska Dena laws will apply on Kaska 
Dena Owned Lands, and we will generally be 
responsible for making decisions about the lands and 
the resources on Kaska Dena Owned Lands. 

For the rest of our Traditional Territory, we are 
negotiating for a Government to Government 
Collaborative Management Agreement, which would 
follow the Kaska Dena Land Model. The Kaska Dena 
Land Model would result in 100% management of our 
Traditional Territory: Kaska Dena laws on Kaska Dena 
Owned Lands, shared decision making on Shared Area 
Lands, and consent based decisions on Stewardship 
Lands in the core area of our Traditional Territory.  
The Collaborative Management Agreement defining 
how BC and Kaska Dena Government will work 
together in making decisions will be negotiated during 
Final Agreement negotiations. 

Kaska Dena Government 
Currently, Band Councils operate under the authority 
of INAC and the Indian Act. All the policies that the 
Band Councils must follow are made by INAC.  Under 
our own Kaska Dena Government, we will be self- 
determining and no longer be under the authority of 
INAC or the Indian Act. We will develop our own Kaska 
Dena Constitution which will allow us to build our own 
government structure, make laws, decide on our own 
rules for elections, and define how our government 
will operate in British Columbia.   

After the Treaty takes effect, Daylu Dena Council, 
Dease River First Nation and Kwadacha First Nation 
would no longer be Indian Act Band Councils, they 
would be First Nation Governments as per the Treaty.   

Eligibility and Enrollment 
This Chapter sets out the criteria or requirements one 
must meet in order to be enrolled under the Kaska 
Dena Treaty. It does not affect your Canadian 
Citizenship or the right to be registered as an Indian 
under the Indian Act.     

Fiscal Relations 
BC and Canada will provide funding for agreed-upon 
programs and services through Fiscal Financing 
Agreements. Kaska Dena will continue to be eligible 
for all programs and services available to all “Indians” 
in Canada and will also be eligible for any program and 
service available to any citizen of British Columbia. 
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Capital Transfer and Negotiation 
Loan Repayment 
As part of the AIP, and ultimately the Final Agreement, 
Canada will provide cash under what is called a Capital 
Transfer Fund. The amount of this fund has not been 
negotiated yet. This payment may be provided as a 
lump sum on Effective Date or in intervals. The cash 
payment is not a replacement for core funding, which 
will continue through Fiscal Financial arrangements. 

Taxation 
This chapter sets out the taxation authority of the Kaska 
Dena Government. Taxation will not come into effect 
until 8 – 12 years after the Treaty has come into effect. 

Kaska Dena will directly benefit from the property, 
income and sales tax paid by Kaska Dena and anyone 
else living on Kaska Dena Owned Land. The tax money 
will be a source of revenue for Kaska Dena 
government and will be used to improve programs, 
services and the quality of life for Kaska Dena. 

Example:   If the Effective Date of Kaska Dena 
Treaty is 2021, Sales Tax would come into effect 8 
years later (2029) and Income/Property tax 12 
years later (2032). 

Local Government Relations 
This chapter deals with the relationship(s) between 
Kaska Dena Government and BC-based Local 
Governments, specifically the Regional Districts and 
the Regional Hospital Districts. It says that Kaska Dena 
Government does not form part of any Regional 
District. Kaska Dena Government may enter into 
agreements with Local Governments with respect to 
Local or Kaska Dena Government services. 

Indian Act Transition 
This chapter describes how Kaska Dena First Nations 
will be phased-out from being Kaska Dena Indian Act 
Bands and become Kaska Dena First Nation 
Governments. All current rights, titles, interests, 
assets, etc. of the Kaska Dena Indian Act Bands will be 
transferred to Kaska Dena First Nation Governments.  
It also sets out the section of the Indian Act that will 
continue to apply, which is the section on who is an 
“Indian”. After Treaty, there will still be status cards.  
It is important to remember that phasing out of the 
Indian Act does not mean phasing out of program and 
services funding.  (Refer to Fiscal Relations Chapter). 
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Approval of the Agreement in 
Principle 
In order to move onto negotiating a Final Agreement, 
all three parties (Kaska Dena, BC and Canada) must 
approve the AIP. This chapter sets out what is 
considered an approval by each party. The AIP is not 
legally binding, and therefore doesn’t have the same 
approval criteria as the Kaska Dena Treaty does (See 
Ratification of Kaska Dena Treaty chapter). 

If the AIP is approved then Kaska Dena negotiators 
begin negotiating the Treaty.    

Ratification of the Kaska Dena 
Treaty 
This chapter sets out the process that Kaska Dena, BC 
and Canada will follow to achieve the Treaty. It 
establishes voter eligibility criteria and establishes a 
Ratification Committee which has representatives 
from Kaska Dena, BC and Canada. The Treaty will not 
be legally binding until ratified by Kaska Dena, BC and 
Canada. The Final Treaty needs 50 percent plus one of 
eligible voters to be formally ratified by Kaska Dena. 

Dispute Resolution 
This chapter establishes a process for resolving 
disputes between Kaska Dena, Canada and BC. 

Implementation 
This chapter is to set out a plan to implement the 
Treaty leading up to and continuing after the Effective 
Date. The Implementation Plan would be up to 10 
years and may be renewed or extended if the Parties 
agree. 

Amendment 
This chapter specifies that any of the three Parties 
may propose an amendment to the Final Agreement, 
and lays out a staged process for seeking and 
acquiring consent of all Parties to the proposed 
Amendment. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When is the AIP Considered Complete and 
Ready for Kaska Dena review? 

The AIP will be ready for review by Kaska Dena when: 

 AIP chapters have been completed at the Treaty Side Table, and have been thoroughly reviewed by 
Kaska Dena legal counsel. 

 A land (Kaska Dena owned lands) and Capital Transfer offer has been made.  

 When this has been initialled by the Chief Negotiators for Kaska Dena Council, Canada and BC the AIP 
will be considered complete and ready for Kaska Dena review. 
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